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VIETNAM VETERAN WHO SACRIFICED OWN EDUCATION TO RECEIVE 
HONORARY DIPLOMA DURING TEXAS HIGH SCHOOL COMMENCEMENT  

 
 

Texarkana, TX – Along with awarding 332 diplomas to high school 
seniors, Texas High School will award an Honorary Diploma to Vietnam veteran, 
Clyde Cannon, Jr., during their 2007 Commencement ceremonies which will be 
held Saturday, May 19 at 2:00 p.m. at First Baptist Church – Moores Lane. 
 

“Many American students gave up their educational dreams when they left 
high school to enlist and serve their country during time of war,” stated Dr. Larry 
Sullivan, Superintendent of Schools for Texarkana Independent School District.    
“Texas Education Code 28.0251 allows school districts to issue a high school 
diploma to honorably discharged veterans of the armed forces of the United 
States who served in World War II, Korea or Vietnam and were scheduled to 
graduate from high school between 1940 and 1975.  They must complete the 
required documents provided by the TEA and then submit to the local school 
district where the veteran was enrolled in high school.” 
 

Clyde’s wife, Jeanell, was instrumental in making this event happen for 
her husband.  Knowing that he has always deeply regretted that he did not have 
the opportunity to finish high school, she hoped to surprise him by presenting him 
with his high school diploma.  However, as she worked through the process, she 
realized that she would have to have his signature on the required documents.  
When she told him of her efforts, Clyde began crying and shared with her that 
even if it didn’t work out it was the nicest thing that anyone could do for him.   
 

Once all the respective paperwork was submitted, Jeanell began work 
with TISD in processing the diploma application.  She was contacted by Tina 
Veal-Gooch, Director of Public Relations and informed that everything could be 
completed and ready for the 2007 commencement ceremonies.  Clyde would not 
only receive his honorary diploma but would participate in the ceremony in full                           

 
-MORE- 



cap and gown and have the opportunity to invite family members and loved ones 
to share in this memorable occasion.  “Being able to work with Jeanell in her 
efforts has been rewarding,” commented Veal-Gooch.  “The previous TEC code 
only included World War II veterans but was amended in 2005 to include 
Vietnam and Korean War veterans.  Clyde will be the first Vietnam veteran to 
return to Texas High School to receive his honorary degree and we are thrilled 
not only for his family but for our students who will be able to share this moment 
with him and applaud the efforts of a fellow Texas High Tiger who sacrificed his 
educational opportunities to serve his country in an effort to make the world they 
live in better.” 
 

Clyde was scheduled to graduate in 1970 but enlisted in the United States 
Marine Corp in 1968.  He served in Unit HMM164 and while doing his tour of duty 
in Vietnam served on the USS Okinawa and USS Inchon where he was a Jet 
Engine mechanic.  Upon his return to the states, he was stationed in California 
and later Virginia continuing to work on jet engines and helicopters. 
 

Upon leaving the USMC, Clyde returned to Hooks and started his career 
with Red River Army Depot in September 1979.  During his twenty year career 
with RRAD, he did a tour of duty in Saudia Arabia during 1991.  Now, when not 
working at Ark-La-Tex Marine, he enjoys playing golf and spending time with his 
wife of twenty-seven years.  Clyde and Jeanell have three children, Melissa, 
Aimee and Michael and grandchildren that keep him young and active. 
 

As for being a member of the Texas High School Class of 2007 and asked 
what his plans for the future are, Clyde exclaimed “to be a Texas High Tiger fan 
forever.” 

 
For those not attending the Texas High school graduation ceremonies, 

they can see a live video streaming internet broadcast on the TISD website at 
www.txkisd.net.  The live stream will begin ten minutes prior to the start of 
graduation and viewers will want to visit www.txkisd.net/graduation to view 
stream connection requirements, download the necessary versions of Internet 
Explorer and Windows Media Player. 
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PHOTO, FILM AND STORY OPPORTUNITIES WILL BE AVAILABLE 
PRIOR TO AND DURING COMMENCEMENT CEREMONIES. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT 
TINA VEAL-GOOCH, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 

AT 903.794.3651 EXT. 1013. 
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